
 

KANSAI HELIOS Officially Opens
Manufacturing Facility in Johnstown

KANSAI HELIOS, a member of the international KANSAI PAINT Group, has officially
opened its newest production facility in Johnstown, marking a significant expansion
of its North American operations. GROW Licking County Executive Director
Cameron Garczyk and several GROW board members were on hand during their
celebration event on April 30th.



The 135,000-square-foot facility is dedicated to powder coatings and will serve as a
central hub for key automotive and industrial markets across the region. Through a
$20 million investment, the site is expected to quadruple the company’s production
capacity, enhancing its ability to deliver specialized coating solutions with increased
flexibility and efficiency.

“With this move, we’re not just expanding—we’re taking a giant leap,” said Bastian
Krauss, president and CEO of the KANSAI HELIOS Group. “The new facility will
serve as a cornerstone of our future in North America.”

In addition to expanding production capabilities, the company emphasized its
commitment to workforce development in the region. “Our goal is to build a highly
skilled local workforce that reflects the values and excellence of our global
organization,” Krauss added.

The investment strengthens KANSAI HELIOS’ footprint in North America, expands
its expert network, and accelerates delivery of industrial powder coatings across the
United States. The company is set to employ nearly 50 people within the next few
years.

Learn More

Illuminate USA Announces New CEO

Illuminate USA has announced that its Board of Directors has appointed Art Fletcher
as the company’s next CEO. Fletcher succeeds former CEO Frank Zhu and brings
nearly two decades of senior leadership experience from Illuminate USA’s parent
company, Invenergy. Fletcher previously served on Illuminate USA’s Board and will
remain on the Board as part of his new role.

https://www.kansai-helios.eu/news/grand-opening-kansai-helios-america/


Throughout his career, Fletcher has been closely involved in advancing complex
energy infrastructure projects, building high-performing teams, and driving
operational excellence with safety, precision, and reliability. His experience positions
him to continue advancing Illuminate USA’s role as leader in the domestic solar
manufacturing industry.

“Its clear domestic manufacturing is a critical component of energy security, and I’m
looking forward to formally joining Illuminate USA as we continue to deliver for
customers and scale our manufacturing capabilities,” said Fletcher.

Zhu led Illuminate USA since its founding in 2023, driving substantial growth as the
company became the largest single-site solar panel manufacturing company in
North America. “Leading this organization has been the honor of a lifetime, and I
look forward to continuing to support the industry through other endeavors,” said
Zhu. Under Zhu’s leadership, Illuminate USA manufactured more than 13 million
solar panels, stood up eight production lines, and has grown to employ more than
1,600 associates.

Learn More

COSI teams with Boeing on "HIVE"
Workforce Initiative Launch in Newark

The HIVE (High-Impact Virtual Experiences) initiative was recently launched in
Newark as part of a national effort led by COSI – Center of Science and Industry,
with support from The Boeing Company, to connect students with hands-on career
exploration opportunities. The program is designed to introduce pathways in
aerospace, advanced manufacturing, and emerging technologies.

The HIVE is designed to strengthen alignment between early STEM engagement
and workforce opportunity by bringing career exploration directly into schools and
communities. Each activation is intentionally located in regions where Boeing and its
supplier network actively operate and hire, ensuring that the career paths students
experience are relevant to their local economies. By connecting hands-on learning
with real employment landscapes, The HIVE helps students better understand how
their interests can translate into future roles within their own communities.

https://www.illuminateusa.com/press-release/illuminate-usa-announces-new-ceo-art-fletcher/?fbclid=IwY2xjawRoKHBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0U25KbEFLWldFVXhrMXZOc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHis8FA0U4kCU0piC9co6eCd37GZPKWRKmaRVavDpdWeltX_QWdfbVCdDIEj7_aem_0aTnTSmkgbMEzTBItwc5hg


Boeing Heath Manufacturing Senior Program Manager Gretchen Dildine
emphasized the importance of early exposure to STEM experiences during the
event.

“I’ve seen firsthand how a single, meaningful experience in science can change
somebody’s viewpoint,” Dildine said. “Sparking that curiosity and confidence in the
decision to pursue a technical career—that’s the kind of transformation that we’re
looking for here.”

Boeing maintains a strong presence in Licking County through its facility at the
Central Ohio Aerospace and Technology Center, located on the Licking County Port
Authority campus in Heath.

Learn More

Southgate Corporation Announces New
$13.5 million, 110,000 sq. ft. Industrial

Building in Heath

Southgate Corporation has begun work on a new $13.5 million, 110,000 sq. ft.
speculative industrial building at the Central Ohio Aerospace & Technology Center
(COATC) in Heath. Designed for manufacturing use, this facility will be move-in
ready later this year, helping meet the rising demand from manufacturers looking to
expand in our region.

According to Southgate’s President Robert O’Neill “Central Ohio offers a superb
location for manufacturing and Licking County offers an excellent workforce. The
Licking County manufacturing economy continues to expand and for these reasons,
Southgate is building a new spec manufacturing building.”

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/smallbusiness/why-cosi-boeing-want-to-inspire-newark-students-through-science/ar-AA21ZSMU?ocid=BingNewsVerp


“Now is a time when manufacturing companies are more optimistic about expansion
and growth going forward so we want to have a location ready to go for a company
looking for a new facility” according to O’Neill.

With direct access to I-70 & St. Rt 79, strong utility infrastructure, and a growing
cluster of major employers, this project is another sign of the strength of Licking
County’s economy. The 16.5-acre site was made possible through a partnership
between the City of Heath, the Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority, and
Southgate Corporation.

Licking County Chamber of Commerce
Releases 2026 Livability Licking County

Magazine

Check out the newly released 2026 edition of Livability Licking County, presented by
the Licking County Chamber of Commerce. The magazine showcases the vibrant
communities, thriving businesses, and incredible people that make Licking County
such a great place to call home.

Take a look and see what makes our county stand out!

Click Here to View

https://www.calameo.com/read/0004203085f6771783e21


2026 C-TEC Jill of All Trades Event is
﻿June 9th

The third year of C-TEC’s Jill of All Trades event takes place on June 9th. The
immersive event continues to be a valuable workforce development initiative for our
region, helping young ladies explore high demand career pathways in fields such as
construction, manufacturing, public safety, and other technical trades, many of which
directly align with the workforce needs of our local employers. GROW Licking
County is proud to be a sponsor of the event along with many Licking County
businesses and organizations.

Student Registration Form

May Investor Spotlight

TrueCore Federal Credit Union

TrueCore Federal Credit Union’s roots trace back to 1940, when employees at
Owens Corning’s Newark plant came together to form Fiberglas Federal Credit
Union, providing a trusted, community-focused financial resource during a time of
economic uncertainty.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15RTEkeowj0MR8WCsN7-IsfVArC154AMNM30oqQTo7ak/viewform?ts=65f09b8c&edit_requested=true
http://vorys.com/
http://vorys.com/


Over the decades, the organization has grown to serve a broader region, officially
becoming TrueCore Federal Credit Union in 2015 following a merger and expanded
community focus. Today, TrueCore serves members across five counties in Central
Ohio, continuing its mission as a member-owned, not-for-profit financial
cooperative.In 2022, TrueCore received approval for a community charter
expansion. This allows TrueCore to serve individuals who live, work, worship, attend
school, or volunteer in:

Licking County
Fairfield County
Knox County
Muskingum County
Perry County

Built on the core values of integrity, innovation, service, and community, TrueCore
remains committed to helping individuals and families improve their financial well-
being, while reinvesting in the communities it serves.

TrueCore Website View Our Current Investors!

If you are interested in becoming an investor of GROW Licking County or want to learn
more, contact Cameron Garczyk at Cameron@growlickingcounty.org.

Check out our
available buildings and
sites!
The GROW Licking County team provides
site selection services to professional
consultants and business executives
considering expanding or relocating to
Licking County communities.

View Properties

Did You Know?
Did you know? Licking County has the 3rd most municipalities (16) of counties in

the Central Ohio Region and is tied for 2nd in number of cities (6).

Investors & Partners

https://www.truecore.org/
https://growlickingcounty.org/investors-and-partners/
https://growlickingcounty.org/property-search/
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